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ENGLISH LITERATURE A
Paper 1 Love through the ages
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Materials
For this paper you must have:

•  an AQA 12-page answer book

•  a copy of each of the set texts you have studied for Section C. These texts must not be
annotated and must not contain additional notes or materials.

Instructions
•  Use black ink or black ball-point pen.

•  Write the information required on the front of your answer book. The Paper Reference is
7712/1.

•  In Section A you will answer one question about a Shakespeare play.

•  In Section B you will answer the one question about unseen poetry.

•  In Section C you will answer one question about two texts: one poetry text and one prose text,
one of which must be written pre-1900.

•  Do all rough work in your answer book. Cross through any work you do not want to be marked.

Information
•  The marks for questions are shown in brackets.

•  The maximum mark for this paper is 75.

•  You will be marked on your ability to:

     – use good English

     – organise information clearly

     – use specialist vocabulary where appropriate.

•  In your response you need to:

     – analyse carefully the writers' methods

     – explore the contexts of the texts you are writing about

     – explore connections across the texts you have studied

     – explore different interpretations of your texts.

                                                                                                                        7712/1



Section A: Shakespeare
Answer the following question.
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Othello -- William Shakespeare

"In Othello, Desdemona's love is the most powerful moral force in the play."

In the light of this view, discuss how Shakespeare presents Desdemona in this extract and

elsewhere in the play.

[25 marks]

DESDEMONA

My mother had a maid called Barbary.

She was in love, and he she loved proved mad

And did forsake her. She had a song of willow,

An old thing 'twas, but it expressed her fortune,

And she died singing it. That song tonight

Will not go from my mind; I have much to do

But to go hang my head all at one side

And sing it like poor Barbary.

She sings

The poor soul sat sighing by a sycamore tree,

Sing all a green willow;

Her hand on her bosom, her head on her knee,

Sing willow, willow, willow.

The fresh streams ran by her and murmured her moans,

Sing willow, willow, willow;

Her salt tears fell from her and softened the stones,

Lay by these.

EMILIA

Shall I go fetch your nightgown?

DESDEMONA

No, unpin me here.

This Lodovico is a proper man.

EMILIA

A very handsome man.

DESDEMONA

He speaks well.

She sings

I called my love false love; but what said he then?

Sing willow, willow, willow.

If I court more women, you'll couch with more men.

DESDEMONA

Dost thou in conscience think, tell me, Emilia,



That there be women do abuse their husbands

In such gross kind?

EMILIA

There be some such, no question.

DESDEMONA

Wouldst thou do such a deed for all the world?

EMILIA

Why, would not you?

DESDEMONA

No, by this heavenly light!

EMILIA

Nor I neither by this heavenly light;

I might do it as well i' the dark.

DESDEMONA

Wouldst thou do such a deed for all the world?

EMILIA

The world's a huge thing; it is a great price

For a small vice.

DESDEMONA

Good troth, I think thou wouldst not.

EMILIA

By my troth, I think I should, and undo't when I had done it.

Men have limited wits, and women have limited too.

(Act 4, Scene 3)



Section B: Unseen Poetry
Answer the following question.
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Compare how the poets use the natural world to present their experience of love.

[25 marks]

Dover Beach
Matthew Arnold (1822-1888)

The sea is calm tonight.

The tide is full, the moon lies fair

Upon the straits; on the French coast the light

Gleams and is gone; the cliffs of England stand,

Glimmering and vast, out in the tranquil bay.

Come to the window, sweet is the night-air!

Only, from the long line of spray

Where the sea meets the moon-blanched land,

Listen! you hear the grating roar

Of pebbles which the waves draw back, and fling,

At their return, up the high strand,

Begin, and cease, and then again begin,

With tremulous cadence slow, and bring

The eternal note of sadness in.

Sophocles long ago

Heard it on the Aegean, and it brought

Into his mind the turbid ebb and flow

Of human misery; we

Find also in the sound a thought,

Hearing it by this distant northern sea.

The Sea of Faith

Was once, too, at the full, and round earth's shore

Lay like the folds of a bright girdle furled.

But now I only hear

Its melancholy, long, withdrawing roar,

Retreating, to the breath

Of the night-wind, down the vast edges drear

And naked shingles of the world.

Ah, love, let us be true

To one another! for the world, which seems

To lie before us like a land of dreams,

So various, so beautiful, so new,



Hath really neither joy, nor love, nor light,

Nor certitude, nor peace, nor help for pain;

And we are here as on a darkling plain

Swept with confused alarms of struggle and flight,

Where ignorant armies clash by night.



Love's Philosophy
Percy Bysshe Shelley (1792-1822)

The fountains mingle with the river

And the rivers with the ocean,

The winds of heaven mix for ever

With a sweet emotion;

Nothing in the world is single;

All things by a law divine

In one spirit meet and mingle.

Why not I with thine?

See the mountains kiss high heaven

And the waves clasp one another;

No sister-flower would be forgiven

If it disdained its brother;

And the sunlight clasps the earth

And the moonbeams kiss the sea:

What is all this sweet work worth

If thou kiss not me?



Section C: Comparing Texts
Answer one question in this section.

Either

0 6

"In the literature of love, the natural world always reflects the lover's inner state."

In the light of this view, compare how writers use nature to present love in two texts you

have studied.

You must write about at least two poems in your answer as well as the prose text you have
studied.

[25 marks]

or
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Compare how writers present love as something that offers consolation against loss or

uncertainty in two texts you have studied.

You must write about at least two poems in your answer as well as the prose text you have
studied.

[25 marks]

END OF QUESTIONS


